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NEWS

Paralyzed Man Gets $10M in
Police Brutality Case, Believed to
Be Largest Such Award in New
Jersey
The settlement comes after a trial in the case ended in a

hung jury, with jurors unable to reach a unanimous verdict.

Lawyers for the paralyzed man, Xavier Ingram, claimed he

was paralyzed after an arresting officer, Sgt. Jeremy Merck,

stepped on his neck during an arrest.

May 09, 2022 at 03:02 PM

 5 minute read

Civil Rights

Charles Toutant 

What You Need to Know
Camden County agrees to a $10 million settlement in a police excessive force suit by Xavier Ingram.

The settlement was reached roughly five weeks after a mistrial was declared due to jurors who where

unable to reach a unanimous verdict.

The settlement is believed to be the largest in any police brutality case in New Jersey and one of the

largest ever nationwide, according Ingram's lawyers.

Camden County has agreed to a $10 million settlement in a suit by a man who was left paralyzed

from the neck down when a police officer stepped on his neck during an arrest.

The settlement is believed to be the largest in any police brutality case in New Jersey, and one of

the largest ever nationwide, according to the plaintiff’s law firm, Mazie, Slater, Katz & Freeman of

Roseland, New Jersey.

The settlement comes after a trial in the case ended in a hung jury, with jurors unable to reach a

unanimous verdict.

Lawyers for plaintiff Xavier Ingram claimed he was paralyzed after an arresting officer, Sgt. Jeremy

Merck, stepped on his neck during an arrest.

Meanwhile, lawyers for the Camden County Police Department denied that Merck stepped on

Ingram’s neck and claimed that he was paralyzed from a slip and fall on wet pavement.

During the two-week trial, Ingram was brought to court on a stretcher, and he testified from a

hospital bed set up in front of the jury. Testimony from experts in orthopedic surgery and

biomechanics, presented by the plaintiff, told the jury the injuries to Ingram’s neck could only have
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been caused by the forces applied by police, and could not have been caused by a slip and fall.

According to the suit, Ingram, then 20, was standing with friends outside his

apartment on June 12, 2014, when several police officers approached. The

officers found a gun lying on the ground, which they suspected was left there

by Ingram, according to court papers. Ingram went into a nearby store,

bought a soda, then emerged to find a police officer approaching him.

Because he was scared, he fled. Rain was falling, and Ingram slipped and fell,

according to court documents.

Ingram said that as soon as he fell two officers were on top of him, one

pressing a knee in his back and the other pressing a knee on his neck. A

moment later, when Merck, the senior officer, arrived, Ingram told him he

could not feel his legs. Merck allegedly said “shut up” to Ingram, then

stepped on his neck. Ingram heard a crack, felt extreme pain, and blacked

out, according to court papers.

Ingram was charged with possession of drugs and a stolen gun, but evidence

was introduced at trial to show those items were planted, according Beth

Baldinger, the lead attorney for Ingram. Three officers gave conflicting stories about who found the

drugs, and when and where they were found. Within two weeks of the civil trial concluding, the

criminal charges were dismissed, Baldinger said.

Juan Sanchez, chief judge of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, presided at trial. U.S. Magistrate

Judge Pamela Carlos, also of the Eastern District, conducted settlement negotiations before and

after trial.

Citing several high-profile cases of Black teens and adults who were killed by

police in recent years, Mazie Slater said in a statement that the settlement for

Ingram exceeded those awarded to the families of Tamir Rice and Eric Garner,

$6 million each, and Freddie Gray, $6.4 million.

But Ingram’s award was less than the $12 million awarded in the death of

Breonna Taylor or the $27 million awarded in the death of George Floyd.

Baldinger represented Ingram along with Cory Rothbort and Trevor Dickson of

the same firm.

A key moment in the trial was when she showed that the officials at the

Camden County Prosecutor’s Office met, just a few hours after the arrest, and

decided to issue a press release attributing Ingram’s paralysis to a slip and fall

on the pavement, even before any investigation was conducted, Baldinger

said.

Baldinger said the settlement will permit Ingram to move into an apartment from the nursing home

where he now resides.

Baldinger said her adversaries attempted “to cast Mr. Ingram as an urban, Camden young man, in a

stereotypical manner.” But Ingram spends his days reading the New York Times and the Wall Street

Journal and staying in touch with his four children via FaceTime, Baldinger said.

“He has decided to live his best life, despite his circumstances,” Baldinger said, calling the

settlement “an excellent result for my client. He had an opportunity to come into court and tell his

truth.”



6/6/22, 1:58 PM Paralyzed Man Gets $10M in Police Brutality Case, Believed to Be Largest Such Award in New Jersey | New Jersey Law Journal

https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2022/05/09/paralyzed-man-gets-10m-in-police-brutality-case-believed-to-be-largest-such-award-in-new-jersey/ 3/6

Camden County was represented by William Tambussi, William Cook and Andrew Brown of Brown &

Connery in Westmont, New Jersey, and Howard Lane Goldberg and Christopher Orlando of the

Office of the Camden County Counsel.

Tambussi declined to comment, and referred a reporter’s call to a spokesman for Camden County,

Dan Keashen.

Keashen, in a statement, said, “In complete disagreement, and based on the insurance carrier

forcing the hand of Camden County, we will be settling the case with Mr. Ingram. At the time of this

incident in 2014, Mr. Ingram ducked between two cars where a hot hand gun was found and had

heroin in his possession when he slipped and fell without being touched while running from police

officers pursuing him in the Bergen Square neighborhood. Based on the settlement the county

maintains, and continues to maintain, that no wrongdoing took place, and is not liable for any of the

actions and circumstances of the aforementioned incident.”
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